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Q: How do I find a good retirement home for my horse? And if I have to send her far away, how can I be sure she'll be taken
care of? 

A: Thorough research is the key to finding a reputable equine retirement facility. If you don't have a specific organization in
mind, ask equestrians in your area if they have any suggestions. Visit your local tack or feed store and talk to the personnel
there. These businesses generally have a bulletin board for the local equine community to post business cards and flyers,
so check that out as well. The Internet is also a good resource, but screen each site carefully. An organization's mission
statement should be clearly stated and easy to find. Ideally, it should be run by a board of directors and operated like a
business. Look for commercial supporters and sponsors, such as tack shops, feed stores and veterinarians. 

It's a good idea to focus your search on non-profit retirement farms because you can be sure that any income goes directly
to the care of the horses and facilities. There are also strict guidelines that an organization must meet and maintain to be a
non-profit group, so this status is a good indication of its reputation. If the establishment is registered with GuideStar,--a site
that provides detailed information about non-profits--you can view tax returns and financial statements and determine
exactly how funds are spent. Any publicly supported retirement facility shouldn't hesitate to give you copies of its financial
statements. Another beneficial resource is the American Association of Equine Practitioners' (AAEP) guidelines for rescues
and retirement facilities (www.aaep.org). 

When you've found a facility that you like, call and schedule a time to visit. Ask for a tour of the grounds and take note of the
horses' living arrangements and how they are managed. Be on the lookout for anything that could be hazardous to a horse's
health, for example, broken fences with exposed nails, stalls that don't look like they are regularly cleaned, et cetera. Notice
how the hay and feed is stored and check their quality. If possible, meet the staff that will be in charge of your horse's care.
For an added sense of security, bring along an experienced trainer, instructor or other horse person.

If you are unable to visit a facility because it's too far away, ask to see pictures of it and to speak with references, particularly
the veterinarian and farrier who manage the horses' health care. You may be able to talk to other people who have retired
their horses to the farm as well. 

You should also ask to review any paperwork that you would be required to sign. Carefully read all documents and make
sure you have a full understanding of them. Look for a clause that clearly defines the organization as a retirement facility
and that your horse will stay there for the remainder of her life and cannot be sold or adopted out (some organizations may
additionally offer horse rescue).

If it's important that you be able to stay up to date on your horse once she has been moved to the retirement facility, ask the
manager about the organization's policies before you make your decision. You may be able to receive photos every now
and then, or even visit your horse. Make sure this is stated in the legal forms you have to sign.

The process of finding a retirement farm for your horse can be time consuming, but the relief that comes with knowing you
will be leaving your beloved equine friend in good hands is worth it.
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