
Rescued Arabians Find New Home at the Kentucky Horse Park
The pair of jet-black Arabians will promote the breed and two new Arabian horse exhibits at the International
Museum of the Horse.
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Kathy Hopkins, equine director for the Kentucky Horse Park, meets the new Arabian stallion. Photo courtesy Kentucky
Horse Park.
        
    


"Why did gorgeous horses like those need new homes?" is a question frequently asked by disbelieving park visitors about
the stunning, black Arabian horses which recently arrived at the Kentucky Horse Park.
  
An Arabian stallion and mare came to the park through a partnership with the Kentucky Equine Humane Center (KyEHC)
and will soon go to work promoting the park's next international exhibition, A Gift from the Desert: The Art, History and
Culture of the Arabian Horse, which will be open May 29-Oct 15 in the International Museum of the Horse.  The horses will
also be used to promote the new multi-million dollar Arabian Horse Galleries wing of the museum which will open this
spring, and in the park's daily Parade of Breeds show. 

The previous owners of the horses were no longer able to care for them, and contacted the KyEHC, which then contacted
the Kentucky Horse Park.  The KyEHC is a 72-acre facility located in central Kentucky which is a model shelter for equines
from across the state.  No horse in need of shelter is ever turned away, regardless of breed or mix of breed.  A partnership
between the park and the KyEHC was formed last October to assist some of the injured and unwanted horses coming into
the Humane Center. 

John Nicholson, executive director of the park stated, "Part of our mission at the Kentucky Horse Park is to educate the
public about the horse and man's relationship to it.  We are living in a time when that dynamic relationship is under
tremendous stress due to economic challenges facing horse owners.  The travesty of this crisis is that thousands of good
horses are coming to the end of the line prematurely and will never reach the fullness of their life's purpose unless more
people get involved in their rescue.  

"I am so proud that the Kentucky Horse Park and the Kentucky Equine Humane Center are on the redemption side of this
story as we continue to invent ways to save horses' lives and give them enjoyable jobs that will enlighten and thrill literally
hundreds of thousands of park visitors."
  
Kathy Hopkins, equine director for the park said, "Black horses are not all that common, so when the Humane Center
contacted us about these exquisite, well-trained, black Arabian horses who needed new homes, we immediately agreed to
take them.  As we share their stories with our visitors, we will have a perfect opportunity to help the public understand the
importance of supporting equine welfare efforts." 

Lori Neagle, executive director of the KyEHC observed, "Our partnership with the Kentucky Horse Park has already
exceeded our expectations in terms of the number of at-risk horses that we have been able to assist.  These horses will also
be great ambassadors for their breed and for equine adoption for years to come."    

Nicholson concluded, "The Arabian horse has been highly prized by many cultures throughout history, but in spite of that,
like so many other breeds, scores of them are fighting for survival in perilous situations.  I would strongly encourage the
public to join the Kentucky Horse Park in supporting organizations like the Kentucky Equine Humane Center and others
which are on the front lines, providing humane solutions." 

For information on A Gift from the Desert: The Art, History and Culture of the Arabian Horse,
visit www.giftfromthedesert.com. Click here for information on the new Arabian Horse Galleries wing of the International
Museum of the Horse.  


